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Fresh Cooking Interest Group 
Sunday, May 4, 10:30AM 

Nicki Keene’s home 
RSVP by May 1,  821-2079 

 
Board Meeting 

Tuesday, May 6, 4PM 
Phyllis Belcher’s home 

605 South Snyder 
 

Let’s do Trash! 
Saturday, May 10th, 7:30AM 

Meet at the La Quinta Parking Lot 
Bugs Fontaine, 821-2055 

 
General Meeting 

Saturday, May 10th, 12N 
Salad Luncheon 

Irene Hench’s home 
 

Second Tuesday Lunch Bunch 
Tuesday May 13th, 12N 

Kasagiri Restaurant 
East F Street at Robinson 

 
Great Decisions 

Thursday, May 15th, 1PM 
Sue Carroll’s home 

Hart Flat 
822-5727 

 
Book Group 

Tuesday, May 20th, 1PM 
Lynn Bauer’s home 

821-7411 
 

Scholarship/Installation Banquet 
Sunday, June 1st, 6PM 
Mountain Aire Estates 

Reservation form inside 
Janice Armstrong, 821-0346 

 
 

American Association of University Women, Tehachapi Mountain Branch 
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ANNUAL MEETING:  
Plus Added Attraction! 

 
Saturday, May 10, 2008 

12Noon—Salad Luncheon—Bring one! 
Irene Hench’s home 

1310 El Rancho Drive, City of Tehachapi 
 

We will conduct our annual meeting responsibilities, re-
ports, election, etc.    Plus, we will greet and hear from 
Kimberly Irizarry, the young and enthusiastic Dean of 
the DeVry University at Palmdale’s AERO Institute. 
“Kimberly did a tremendous job exciting school kids 
about science and math with the Digital Learning Net-
work while working for NASA at the Dryden Flight 
Center” said the Institute President.   Dubbed “K to 
Gray”, programs will enhance K-12 education, post 
graduate degrees and continuing education programs. 
 
She sounds like our kind of lady!!! 
 
Please note that this is a date change from that printed 
in the Yearbook. 

The Big Night 
Awarding $14,200 in scholarships! 

New Officers inducted! 
 

Join us on Sunday June 1st, 6 PM at the Mountain Aire Estates 
Meeting Room, 600 S. Dennison, for our Annual Scholarship 
and Installation Banquet!    This is the Branch’s chance to meet 
our wonderful scholarship winners—guaranteed you will be 
touched by their accomplishments and personalities!    Plus our 
new 2008-9 Branch Officers are inducted.     So, mark your cal-
endar, save the evening, and send in your reservations now.   
Contact Janice Armstrong if you have any questions.    
 
Looking forward to seeing you at the big celebration!! 
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AAUW, founded in 1881, is open 
to all graduates who hold an asso-
ciate, a baccalaureate, or a higher 
degree from a regionally 
accredited college or university. In 
principle and practice AAUW 
values and seeks a diverse 
membership. There shall be no 
barriers to full participation in this 
organization on the basis of 
gender, race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, 
disability or class. 
 

Friends of AAUW share their skills 
and abilities with our branch.  
These local women and men, 
without associate, baccalaureate, 
or advanced degree from an ac-
credited institution, assist in 
achieving the Tehachapi Mountain 
Branch AAUW goals of life-long 
education and scholarship support 
for local students.   
 

The Tehachapi Mountain Breeze 
is published monthly, September 
through June, by the Tehachapi 
Mountain Branch of the AAUW. 
Please submit articles to the 
editors by the 15th of the month 
preceding the date of the publica-
tion. 

Editors 
 

�����������
�
����	������

���
���������	��
����
��������
��
�������
�������
�������������
�
�
���
����
���
���������������
���
���
����
�
���� 
�����!
���"���

���"����
#�����$��
��#��%����
�
�

����

��������	�
���
�������

 
This will be the last Breeze for the year and therefore, the last 
one of these President’s messages (Did I hear a big sigh?)    It 
has been an awesome year and we, the Presidents, feel truly for-
tunate to have had such great members with whom to work.  
All members of the Board have done their jobs beautifully and 
willingly.  The general membership has been very supportive by 
attending meetings, recruiting new members, serving on com-
mittees, etc., etc.  We thank each and every one of you as a 
group and hope we have made our thanks to you in person felt.  
Our Interest groups have been enthusiastic and growing in 
membership.  We even have a new group starting, which is 
great!   We look forward to our Branch continuing long into the 
future as a vibrant and active group with the goals of AAUW 
always in mind.  
 
Again, thank you—and God Bless—and we’ll see you around! 
Phyllis and Jan 

Bakersfield Community Concerts 
 
The Community Concert Association is currently selling annual 
memberships for $60.  The concerts are held throughout the year 
at the Rabobank Theater in Bakersfield.  There will be 7 concerts 
which I’m sure you will agree is a real bargain.  For people who 
subscribe before May 4th, there is an 8th concert.  The series in-
cludes varied programs ranging from The Czech Symphony Or-
chestra,  to American Jukebox, to Barbara and Frank: The Con-
cert that Never Was, to Riders of the Purple Sage.   If you are in-
terested in this real bargain, contact Jan Combs at 823-9303 or 
luvs2knit@sbcglobal.net for more information.  

“Out to Lunch” Bunch 
 
On Tuesday, May 13th at 12 Noon, we will be gathering for our 
lunch at Kasagiri on East F Street.  Some of you will remember 
that we went there for lunch in December, but there were so few 
of us that were able to make it, others have begged us to try it 
again.  This is a fun group and if you haven’t joined us yet, how 
about coming in May?  There were 10 of us in April at Don 
Juan’s.  We were assured by the owner that they are not about to 
close, if you had heard to the contrary.  Please call Phyllis at 822-
4340 or Jan at 823-9303 if you plan to attend on the 13th so we 
can let the restaurant know!   Thanks! 
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Surfing the Web? 
 
If you are spending some time surfing the net don’t forget to check out 
www.aauwtehachapi.org. It is a great place to see what is going on  and  it even has a copy 
of the newsletter if you misplace your hardcopy! 

BOARD MEETING 
 
The last board meeting for 2007-08 will be held May 6th, 4PM, at Phyllis Belcher’s home (605 S. 
Snyder Avenue, 822-4340).    We will discuss the plans for the Annual Meeting on May 10th.  Offi-
cers need to present reports to the membership at that time.  We will also finalize the plan for the 
Scholarship Dinner and Installation Banquet on Sunday, June 1st. 

2008-9 PROPOSED SLATE OF OFFICERS - 
 
The following have graciously agreed to accept the positions below for the 2008-9 AAUW Tehach-
api Mountain Branch Board of Directors: 
   President     Barbara Wood 
   President-Elect    Tommie Williams 
   Program Vice President   Sandra Orozco 
   Membership Co-Vice Presidents  Tommy Williams 
         Nancy Williamson 
   Educational Foundation Vice President Janice Armstrong 
   Secretary     Ann Carroll 
   Finance Officer    Anita Gran 
    
The election of officers will take place at the May General Membership meeting.   There are still 
appointed positions and committee chair positions available.  Please contact Barbara Wood (822-
4953) if you would like to take an active part in the leadership of this dynamic branch of the 
American Association of University Women!! 

Ladies of the Trash….. Unite!!! 
 
We will join together during the cooler weather on Saturday May 10th to do our last community 
service trash pickup before fall.   Yes, I know this is our luncheon date at Irene’s at noon, but at 
least we will make only one trip to town.   Call me at 821-2055 to let me know you are coming.   Re-
member, we gather at the TraveLodge (now La Quinta) parking lot at 7:30AM for about 2.5 hours 
of work and companionship.    
 
Thanks for your participation and thanks to Georgette, Janice and Donna for helping out in 
March! 
 
Bugs Fontaine, 821-2055, fontaine@lightspeed.net    
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“Fresh Cooking” - A New AAUW Interest Group! 
 
This group has been born out of interest in the recent book club reading, “Animal, Vegetable and 
Miracle” by Barbara Kingsolver, who describes her first year in Virginia planting, growing and cook-
ing food for her family.   Fresh Cooking will explore the in’s and out’s of cooking with seasonal and 
mostly local produce “from scratch”.    
 
Our first experimental get together was at Anne Marie Novinger’s home where the three founding 
members launched into making mozzarella cheese.   Let me tell you, it was really good! 
 
Our next meeting is Sunday, May 4th at 10:30AM at the home of Nicki Keene, 26261 Paramount 
Drive in Bear Valley.   Please call her if you would like to participate as a working cook in this group. 
This session will focus on how to make homemade pasta and will feature seasonal produce made into 
homemade sauces by our group onsite (of course, we’ll eat it all afterward).   Phone: 821-2079, RSVP 
by May 1st.   Remember, if you come, you work! 

Great Decisions… 
 
We will be meeting on Thursday, May 15th at the home of Sue Carroll in Hart Flat.  We will begin 
at 1PM and will discuss Topic #1, Iraq.   It should be a powerful meeting with lots of opinions ex-
pressed and discussed.   Sue has a beautiful home and her husband has been busy working on 
their garden to impress us.   We will carpool from the Albertsons’ parking lot at 12:30PM, so if 
you plan to be part of that, please phone Jan at 823-9303 so we won’t leave without you!  But if 
you plan to go, please let Sue know at 822-5727 so she will know how many chairs to put out and 
how many cookies to bake.  You won’t want to miss this discussion and all are invited! 

Book Group Meetings—May through September! 
 
Here they are: 
May 20th, 1PM, Lynn Bauer’s—Year of Wonders, by Geraldine Brooks 
June 17th, 1PM, Debbie Haynes’—Devil in the White City:  Murder, Magic and Madness at the 
   Fair that Changed America, by Erik Larson 
July 15th, 1PM, Nicki Keene’s—Of Love and Other Demons, by Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
August 19th, 1PM, Anne Marie Novinger’s—Book To Be Announced, with Dr. Merry 
September 16th, 1PM, Nancy Williamson’s—Test of Wills, by Charles Todd 

Save Mart Shares Program 
 
We are seeing a very positive increase each month, not only in the number of people participating, 
but consequently, in the amount we receive from Save Mart.   During all of 2007, we averaged $65 
per month with an average of nine people participating.  In the first three months of this year we 
have averaged $878.25 with almost 14 people participating.  And each month I receive requests for 
new cards, so I feel that this increase will continue and I do thank you all for your participation.   
No matter how little or how much you spend each time you shop, IF you use your card, Save Mart 
gives AAUW 3% of what you have spent, and it costs you nothing.  So, if you don’t have a card 
yet, or don’t quite know how it works, give me a call and I’ll get you going with the plan! 
 
Nancy Miller 
823-1116, nteel@att.net 
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Three Cups of Tea 
 
Members of Novel T’s, the AAUW Book Group, were inspired by their latest book, Three Cups of 
Tea, by Greg Mortenson and David Relin.  It is the story of Mr. Mortenson’s mission to promote 
peace by building schools.  During the last decade he has built fifty-five schools in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, especially for girls.   His work continues through his non-profit organization, Central 
Asia Institute in Bozeman, Montana.  The website is www.ikat.org.   The book group recommends 
this book to everyone. 
 
After reading Three Cups of Tea, a group of women were inspired to make afghans for people in 
Afghanistan.   Jan Comb’s daughter in Minnesota is chairing the project and collecting knitted 
squares for the afghans.  AAUW Tehachapi Mountain Branch members Barbara Zervas, Irene 
Hench, Carol Kemmerer and Jan Combs knitted and contributed a large box of 8-inch square 
blocks which have been mailed to Minnesota for assembling. 
 
Good stuff! 

Wonderful meeting at Marian and Don Stephens’ home 
 
Our branch celebrated it’s 24th birthday in April.  A large crowd attended the party at the home of 
Marian and Don Stephens.   After a wonderful potluck, a beautiful cake, baked by Linda Pettitt, was 
admired and enjoyed by all. 
 
The meeting had two parts:   one of which was a spectacular lecture and slide show by Solveig 
Thompson on her recent travels.    
 
The second part included thoughts of our Branch’s history.  Charter members present were Marilyn 
McDonald, Barbara Wood, and Phyllis Belcher.   Other charter members who currently belong to the 
Branch are Judi Dana, Brenda Neal, Pam Patteson, Mary Jane Stoebner, and Betty Young. 
 
Barbara Wood recalled beginning days of the branch, when the goal was to present a $1000 scholar-
ship.  We’ve come a long way—this year we are awarding $14,200!   Barbara remembered rummage 
sales and poinsettia sales, raffles and auctions, and a gourmet dinner.    High points in Branch his-
tory included the mentoring program and several years of Camp Tazanana.   Barbara noted that 2009 
will be the Branch’s 25th anniversary as the City of Tehachapi celebrates its 100th anniversary. 

What I have found in Tehachapi’s AAUW Branch—by Janice Armstrong 
 

Dan and I moved here in 1987, and that same year I joined our AAUW Branch.   I saw a flyer 
about AAUW at Valley Foods (now defunct), and called the number.   I attended a welcome event 
at the home of our President, Sue Sullivan.     I am so glad I made that call, because AAUW has 
been a defining part of my time here.   What has it meant to me?   Community.    Best of friends.   
Rock solid folk.   Education,   Equity.  Activities.   Meetings.    Lifelong friends.  Interests in amaz-
ing things.   Getting smarter… and wiser.    Shoulders on which to shed a few tears.   Sisters and 
brothers in a cancer battle.   Connecting with high school students.   Satisfaction.   Environment.   
Even picking up trash.   
 
I’m already feeling good about next year.   What a great group of people.    Let’s do it! 
Janice Armstrong 
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American Association of University Women 
Tehachapi Mountain Branch 
Post Office Box 273 
Tehachapi, CA 93581 

Membership Introduces:  Laila Kosich 
 

This is the story of a very cosmopolitan woman as told to Nancy Williamson in a few hurried min-
utes on the telephone—under duress—so forgive any chronological and/or travel discrepancies. 
 
Laila, a French woman, was born in Egypt a few years ago, sent to Sweden as a child for polio 
treatment, left Egypt with the Nassar takeover, and landed in France, where she attended board-
ing school in Paris.  At 18, Laila moved to Morocco as a nanny for her cousin, and then England 
where she worked in a department store, then Spain for the fashion industry.   She met and mar-
ried her first husband, an American, in Paris.   Are you with me so far? 
 
Now Laila, who speaks three languages, is in Los Angeles with her second husband, Alex.   There 
Laila owns and manages three clothing stores.  Her husband is an architect.  In 1996, they find 
and move to Tehachapi where Laila works as a artist/painter (did you see her work at the Cul-
tural Arts Show?) and Alex continues as an architect (Mill Street Cottages!).    
 
Today, Laila assists her husband in his work, paints, reads and plays.  Impressive story, hmm??  
And I have certainly missed huge chunks of it, so you will have to meet Laila and fill in the gaps 
yourself! 
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